AGENDA
Senior Citizens Advisory Committee
Thursday, February 11, 2016
2:00 PM – 3:30PM 

1. Welcome
2. Roll Call - Secretary
3. Introductory Remarks – Chair
4. Update: Grotta Grant process – Sandra Fielo
a. Computer/internet access at Rexford Tucker
5. Update: Grotta Funds accounting
6. Update: Budget of $500.00
7. Council Liaison – Astri Baille
8. Senior Center – Edna Ierley-Byrne
9. Committee Reports and Needs:
a. AARP - Ruth Barrett
b. Rotary Club – Dennis Callahan
c. Rexford S. Tucker Apts. – Lena Crasto
d. Health Department – Marlene Dolan
e. Rose City Steppers – Peggy Donnelly
f. Stay Healthy – Sandra Fielo
g. Friends of Seniors – Lou Gaburo
h. DDC Rep – John Hoover
i. Thursday Morning Club Rep – Kay Leary
j.  RSVP – Kaye Shaler
k. Madison Library – Jeffrey Payton
10. New Business
11. Next Meeting: Thursday, March 10, 2016 from 2:00pm until 3:30pm


Senior Citizens Advisory Committee
February 11, 2016
Minutes


Present

John Hoover (chair) Edna Ierley-Byrne, Astri Baillie, Lena Crasto, Sandee Fielo, Kaye Shaler, Hal Moeller, Marlene Dolan, Bill List, Lou Gaburo, Jeff Payton

Absent

Dennis Callahan, Kay Leary, Ruth Barrett, Peggy Donnnelly, Phyllis Flemming, Susan Sheeley

John welcomed everyone and introduced Hal Muellor substituting for Dennis Callahan (Rotary)

Grotta Fund Report

Sandee reported that the Grotta Coalition meeting held Feb 2 was attended by representatives of Madison Borough, Chatham Borough and Chatham Township and focused on review of the draft of the Needs Assessment Survey tool. The tool will be tailored for each municipality capturing its’ specificity; the respondent’s home locality will appear at the beginning. Each question was reviewed, edited for clarity, omitted for redundancy, revised for lack of cultural sensitivity and the like.  

Marlene asked if a respondent could submit more than one survey. John said that Survey Monkey is the software being used to protect against that.  

Researchers from CREEHS at Montclair State University are preparing the tool for distribution. 
Edna said the coalition will need SCAC’s help during the distribution process.  

Budget for SCAC

Edna reported that the Borough Council allocated $500.00 for SCAC to be included as a separate item in the Senior Center account within the Borough Budget.  SCAC is grateful for the recognition this financial support represents.  

Reports

Council Liaison
Astri Baille

Astri reported that the Budget process is underway and departmental reviews are almost complete.

Borough Engineer Bob Vogel presented the capital plan including road reconstruction, mill and overlay of the streets and water and sewer projects

Work is being considered to repair the pavers downtown    

A grant request for renovation of the East wing of the Hartley Dodge Building was denied. The west and central portions of the building are complete and accessible.

 The administration continues to consider moving the Health Department to Hartley Dodge.

Senior Center
Edna Ierley-Byrne

Edna reported that Ruth Hammann who was 98 and very active in senior center activities, died. She provided the viewing and funeral information.

Kay Leary fell and broke her hip and is currently at Morristown Memorial Hospital with plans to move to Atlantic Health Rehabilitation Facility (RIM).   

A new coloring program is scheduled for 2/22, 10:30 at the Senior Center.

A trip to Hunterdon Hills is planned for March 4. It is almost filled.

Tax Program
Bill List

Bill said the program started 2/10 with 8-10 clients .More are expected as necessary documents become available. There have been some internet access problems when the system gets busy but the government gets that straightened out. There will be new software beginning in 2017 which will involve a new learning curve.  Marlene asked if they work with non- Madison residents and Bill answered affirmatively. Edna said the ability to go to any of the AARP/VITA sites is an advantage so if one site is booked another can be used. Each site is assigned one day, Monday-Saturday, and Madison’s day is Wednesday.

Friends of the Senior Center
Lou Gaburo

The Friends purchased a new dishwasher for the Senior Center which will be useful at the annual spring luncheon at the end of April to thank tax volunteers. There will be a well-publicized open-house at the Senior Center this fall. 
A mahjong tournament is also being planned and a member of the Friends, who is an expert, will oversee the program. Kaye Shaler suggested that pre-tournament instruction be offered.  Edna said that the Adult School provides classes which involve learning to play the game and then learning the strategy. 

DDC
John Hoover

Focus will be on tweaking the Farmers Market. It will be held in the same place.
John will be the chairman of the Signs and Facades committee. Sandee asked if the committee is part of the DDC or the Borough Council. Astri said the DDC is, “a friend to one who wants to do business” and works in tandem/collaboration with the Borough Council She said we need a Downtown Manager. Hal asked Astri what kind of regulations the Borough has. Astri said it is multifaceted and complicated. John said a merchant booklet is being compiled. 

RSVP
Kaye Shaler 

Kaye said things are improving but the program needs additional promotion to attract local and senior clients. Edna said telephone reassurance is administered by NORWESCAP/RSVP, a national organization with procedures and regulations stemming from national, state and county sources. Kaye said there has been a change in local leadership and this should improve the situation. Marlene asked how a person gets the contact information for RSVP. Kaye or Edna can provide referral information 

Library
Jeff Payton

There have been two meetings of the Summer Seminar Program Group organized by the Library and the Senior Center. All speakers have been selected and a wide range of topics will be covered.

Health Department
Marlene Dolan

All Madison schools are in compliance with State vaccination protocols.

Madison Health Department nurses conducted a class in Springfield designed to provide residents with information about safe use of antibiotics, a CDC effort to reduce antibiotic resistance. 

Many Springfield attendees asked questions about travel restriction related to the Ziska outbreak. Marlene said that a webinar scheduled by the State Health Department was canceled because information was coming in too rapidly and changing so frequently.

In response to a question from Bill, Marlene said blood donations are accepted unless you’ve visited a country in which the disease is present.

Rexford Tucker
Lena Crasto

Lena reported that everything is, “warm and comfortable.”

Stay Healthy
Sandra Fielo

Sandee reported that she’s seeing an increasing number of clients who are family caregivers who need direction and follow-up to deal with the accessing resources and coping with the stress of care giving.

AARP
Ruth Barrett

[bookmark: _GoBack]Although not present Ruth called in a message: “tell everyone to be wary of IRS scams.”

Rotary
Hal Mueller

Rotary is planning an end-hunger initiative, “End Hunger 3.6” the number of seconds in which there is a world-wide death from hunger. Rotary will collect the ingredients for bags of food that will feed 6 people each at a cost to the Rotary is$ 0.25.a bag. The food will be packaged at St Vincent Martyr, delivered locally and heated by recipients. The initiative needs volunteers to put together and package the bags. Edna will put this information in the April newsletter with a request for volunteers. Marlene reiterated the need for adequate food safety precautions and recommended Health Department involvement. Hal will bring this information to Dennis Callahan who represents the Rotary on SCAC.

Marlene asked if our police department has a portable drug collection box as well as the permanent one in the police station. It is not clear whether the police force has approval from the state for a portable box so Marlene will call the police and check on this.


Respectfully submitted,

Sandra Fielo for Phyllis Flemming






