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MINUTES 

MADISON HOUSING AUTHORITY 

May 17, 2016 REGULAR MEETING 
 

Chairperson Lois Bhatt called the meeting to order at 4:30 PM in the Conference Room of the Barbara 

W. Valk Firehouse Apartments.  The following Commissioners answered as present: 

 

Lois Bhatt, Jerold Mantone, Gregory Castano, Diane Driscoll and Gary Ruckelshaus. 

 

Commissioners Love and Mikulewicz were absent.  Also present were Louis Riccio, Executive 

Director and Patrick Rowe, Council Liaison.  

 

Mr. Riccio read the NJ Open Public Meetings Act Notice. 

 

Approval of the Minutes 

 

Commissioners Driscoll and Castano moved and seconded approval of the Minutes of the Regular 

Meeting of April 19, 2016. The Minutes were approved on a unanimous voice vote. 

 

Report of Chairperson 

 

No report. 

 

Report of Executive Director 

 

Mr. Riccio reported that a significant amount of capital improvements are being planned for this 

summer and fall.  Some of the items include replacement of kitchens and baths at the 80 Park Avenue 

property, siding and trim at Loantaka Way, exterior patio fences at the scatter site properties, bathroom 

renovations at 15 Chateau Thierry Avenue building, and replacement of attic fans at scatter site 

properties.  

 

Mr. Riccio stated that MAHC is in negotiations with the owners of the vacuum cleaner store on Main 

Street across from the Staples shopping plaza. He hopes that MAHC can purchase the property for less 

than the asking price of $850,000.   He is also meeting with landlords to discuss the rehab program.  

However, no final decisions can be made until he meets with the Borough Council and they agree to a 

maximum dollar amount for these projects.  He noted that his recommendation would be a maximum 

of $35,000 per bed for any group home, $50,000 per apartment for any rented rehab and $100,000 per 

unit for any new construction.   

 

Commissioner Castano responded to a question posed by Commissioner Bhatt regarding the Borough’s 

Mt. Laurel obligation.  Mr. Castano reviewed the Borough’s position in the affordable housing issue 

and the court proceedings.  It’s not clear when the courts will make a decision regarding the final 

number. The Borough Planner has recommended 113 units based on her calculations. 

 

Report of Deputy Executive Director 

 

Ms. Van Order’s report is attached and made a part of these Minutes. 
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Report of Attorney 
 

No report. 

 

Committee Reports  

 

Finance: Mr. Mantone asked if we had received the final budget back from the State for adoption.  Mr. 

Riccio noted that it had not yet been returned but that he was told there was no problem with it and that 

it would be returned shortly. 

 

Public Comment 

 

None. 

 

Old Business 

 

None. 

 

New Business 

 

Commissioner Bhatt thanked Commissioner Ruckelshaus for his input on the transaction concerning 

the MHA’s partnering with Mr. Romano.  It was noted that Board members should not communicate 

as a group by email as this might violate the Open Public Meetings Act. 

 

Correspondence 

  

None. 

 

Resolutions 

 

16-17-5-1 Resolution Approving Payment of Invoices 

 

Commissioners Driscoll and Mantone moved and seconded the resolution. The roll call was unanimous 

and the resolution was approved. 

 

16-17-5-2 Resolution Approving a Contract for Architectural Services. 

 

Commissioners Castano and Driscoll moved and seconded the resolution. The roll call was unanimous 

and the resolution was approved. 

 

16-17-5-3 Resolution Approving a Contract for Landscaping Evaluation Services. 

 

Commissioners Driscoll and Mantone moved and seconded the resolution. The roll call was unanimous 

and the resolution was approved. 

 

16-17-5-4 Resolution Approving a Checking Account at Lakeland Bank for the Section 8 Existing 

and RAD programs. 

 

Commissioners Bhatt and Mantone moved and seconded the resolution. The roll call was unanimous 

and the resolution was approved. 
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Council Liaison 

 

Mr. Rowe reported that the Borough Council looks forward to meeting with Mr. Riccio in closed 

session to discuss how to determine a per unit standard for use of affordable housing trust funds..  

 

Adjournment 

 

There being no further business before the Board, Commissioner Bhatt moved for adjournment at 5:25 

P.M.  

 

Next meeting: June 21, 2016 in the Conference Room of the Barbara W. Valk Firehouse 

Apartments.                      

 

Respectfully submitted, 

Louis A. Riccio 


