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1.0 Executive Summary  

At the end of 2019, the Madison Historic Preservation Commission is pleased to report a successful 

year of administering the following duties and responsibilities: 

(1)  To identify, record and maintain a system for survey and inventory of all buildings, sites, places, 
improvements and structures of historical or architectural significance based on the Secretary 
of the Interior's Standards and Guidelines for Archaeology and Historic Preservation 
(Standards and Guidelines for Identification); and to aid the public in understanding their 
worth, methods of preservation, techniques of gathering documentation and related matters. 

(2)  To make recommendations to the Planning Board on the historic preservation plan element of 
the Master Plan and on the implications for preservation of historic sites of any other Master 
Plan elements. 

(3)  To advise the Planning Board on the inclusion of historic sites and landmarks in the 
recommended capital improvement program. 

(4)  To participate in the Technical Coordinating Committee and advise the Planning Board and 
Zoning Board of Adjustment pursuant to NJ.S.A. 40:55D-110. 

(5)  To provide written reports pursuant to N.J.S.A. 40:55D-111 on the application of the Zoning 
Ordinance provisions concerning historic preservation. 

(6)  To carry out such other advisory, educational and informational functions as will promote 
historic preservation in the Borough. 

 

Specific goals for 2019 included submitting an RFP for an attorney to review the ordinance, 

engaging in outreach projects highlighting Historic Preservation Month, and updating the Historic 

Sites & Districts map for the Open Space and Recreation Plan Update. 

 

The members of the Madison Historic Preservation Commission (2019) are listed below. Terms are 

4 years for Regular members; 2 years for Alternates. 

Member Role Term expiration Meetings 
attended 

Janet Foster Co-Chair, Regular - Class A December 31, 2022 12 

John Solu Regular - Class C December 31, 2021 10 

Carmine Toto Regular - Class C December 31, 2020 11 

John Forte, Regular - Class C December 31, 2020 4 

Christon Kellogg,  Regular December 31, 2020 11 

https://ecode360.com/6488779#6488779
https://ecode360.com/6488779#6488779
https://ecode360.com/6488780#6488780
https://ecode360.com/6488781#6488781
https://ecode360.com/6488782#6488782
https://ecode360.com/6488783#6488783
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Mary Ellen Lenahan Co-Chair, Regular - Class C December 31, 2019 11 

Karen Jeisi / Vacant Regular – Class B December 31, 2019 61 

David Luber Alt #1 December 31, 2019 12 

Jill Rhodes Alt #2 December 31, 2020 10 

Maureen Byrne Council Liaison December 31, 2019 2 

Laurie Hagerich Recording Secretary   

 

2.0 List of Historic Preservation Commission Accomplishments 2019 

The Madison Historic Preservation Commission (HPC) had a very busy year with key application 

reviews and other activities undertaken in 2019. The Commission meets on the second Tuesday of 

the month. However, the review of the application for the redevelopment of the Madison Theater 

property on Lincoln Place necessitated the scheduling of additional special meetings on May 6, 

2019 and May 28, 2019. Other changes to the regularly published meeting schedule include the 

cancelation of the February 12 meeting due to weather. The August 13, 2019 meeting was also 

canceled. In total, the HPC met 12 times in 2019. 

 

2.1 Application Reviews 

The largest and most time-consuming application reviewed in 2019 was that of the Madison Theater 

property at 14 Lincoln Place. This application was begun at the March 12, 2019 meeting and carried 

through 5 meetings to its resolution June 11, 2019. Resolution 3-2019, approved July 9, 2019, 

(Appendix 1) is the final product of this review. In addition to this project, the HPC reviewed 

applications for a further eight residential or commercial projects, including a reconsideration 

request of the Madison Theater property from Save the Madison Movie Theater organization.  

 

2.2 Technical Coordinating Committee (TCC) Reviews 

The Madison Historic Preservation Commission conducted seven reviews of residential plans, 

discussing the applications and submitting recommendations to the TCC. Where timing allowed, 

 
1 Karen Jeisi resigned from the commission in June 2019 
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this was conducted by the entire Commission at regularly scheduled meetings. However, some 

cases required a turnaround prior to the next regular meeting, necessitating review and submission 

by the TCC Review Subcommittee. HPC Members also attended TCC meetings when needed. 

 

2.3 Sign and Façade Reviews 
Six sign and facade submissions were reviewed. There were four new signs submitted for review 

and two awning changes in the Downtown Historic District. 

 

2.4 OSRP Plan Update 

The Open Space, Recreation and Historic Preservation Advisory Committee (OSRHP) working 

with The Land Conservancy of New Jersey, engaged in an update of the Open Spaces and 

Recreation Plan (OSRP) requiring content submissions from HPC. HPC member and liaison to 

OSRHP Jill Rhodes worked with the Commission co-chairs Janet Foster and Mary Ellen Lenahan 

to review and update the HPC related content for the report, and update the Historic Sites & 

Districts map so it more accurately reflects Madison’s cultural resources. 

 

2.5 Professional Trainings 

The Madison Historic Preservation Commission members strive to stay on top of current topics and 

practices in historic preservation. HPC members attended the Association for Preservation 

Technology (APT) symposium on “Restoring Historic Theaters in the 21st Century” in February 

2019. Members also attended the “Preservation in Practice: A Primer for Historic Preservation 

Commissions and Planners workshop” in March 2019 offered by the Mid-Atlantic Regional Center 

for the Humanities (MARCH) Continuing Education in Historic Preservation series.  

 

3.0 Current Projects 

3.1 HPC Ordinance review 

The Historic Preservation Commission submitted an RFP through the Borough to review our 

Ordinance. An Ordinance Subcommittee has been formed to take questions and suggestions from 
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HPC members to present to the preservation specialist and municipal land use attorney engaged for 

this review. This activity will carry through into 2020.   

 

3.2 Historic Preservation Recognition award 

The Historic Preservation Commission was proud to recognize recently renovated projects of 

exemplar standing. In recognition of Historic Preservation Month, awards were presented at the 

close of 2018 to a residential renovation, as well as to a business renovation in the Downtown 

Historic District. The Commission continues to look for historically thoughtful residential and 

business renovations to bring recognition for quality local preservation projects.  

 

4.0 Goals for 2020 

The Historic Preservation Commission strives to move forward into 2020 continuing to meet our 

stated goals. We will focus on continued professional development for all Commission members 

with plans already in place to attend meetings in April 2020. We will continue to attend TCC 

meetings and bolster our communication with the Planning and Zoning Boards, sending a 

representative to the Board meetings with HPC-reviewed applications on the agenda. 

 

Our most ambitious goal for 2020 is the aforementioned Ordinance review. We also wish to work 

on outreach within the Borough, educating and informing residents about the Commission, our 

activities, and the need for thoughtful preservation and the role this plays in the fabric and character 

of the town.  
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